Accommodations

What are instructional accommodations for students with dyslexia?
Accommodations are not one size fits all; rather, the impact of dyslexia on each individual
student determines the necessary accommodation. Decisions about which accommodations to
use are very individualized and should be made for each student by that student’s ARD or
Section 504 committee, as appropriate. The Dyslexia Handbook – Revised 2018, pg. 54
Listed below are examples of reasonable classroom accommodations:
• Copies of notes (e.g., teacher- or peer-provided)
• Note-taking assistance
• Additional time on class assignments and tests
• Reduced/shortened assignments (e.g., chunking assignments into manageable units,
fewer items given on a classroom test or homework assignment without eliminating
concepts, or student planner to assist with assignments)
• Alternative test location that provides a quiet environment and reduces distractions
• Priority seating assignment
• Oral reading of directions or written material
• Word banks
• Audiobooks
• Text to speech
• Speech to text
• Electronic spellers
• Electronic dictionaries
• Formula charts
• Adaptive learning tools and features in software programs

What are instructional accommodations for students with dysgraphia?
In addition to targeted instruction, accommodations provide the student with dysgraphia
effective and equitable access to grade-level or course instruction in the general education
classroom. Accommodations are not a one size fits all; rather, the impact of dysgraphia on each
individual student determines the accommodation. The Dyslexia Handbook – Revised 2018, pg.
71
When considering accommodations for the student with dysgraphia, consider the following:
• The rate of producing written work
• The volume of the work to be produced
• The complexity of the writing task
• The tools used to produce the written product
• The format of the product (Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for Children, 2018, pg. 5).
Listed below are examples of reasonable classroom accommodations for a student with
dysgraphia based on the above considerations:
• Allow more time for written tasks including note taking, copying, and
tests
• Reduce the length requirements of written assignments
• Provide copies of notes or assign a note taking buddy to assist with
filling in missing information
• Allow the student to audio record important assignments and/or take
oral tests
• Assist student with developing logical steps to complete a writing
assignment instead of all at once
• Allow the use of technology (e.g., speech to text software, etc.)
• Allow the student to use cursive or manuscript, whichever is most
legible and efficient
• Allow the student to use graph paper for math, or to turn lined paper
sideways, to help with lining up columns of numbers
• Offer an alternative to a written project such as an oral report,
dramatic presentation, or visual media project

What testing accommodations are available for students identified with
dyslexia or related disorders taking the state student assessment – STAAR (State
of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness)? Please check the TEA website for the most
current information. www.tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/accommodations/staar-telpas

Educators, parents, and students must understand that accommodations provided during
classroom instruction and testing might differ from accommodations allowed for use on state
assessments. The state assessment is a standardized tool for measuring every student’s
learning in a reliable, valid, and secure manner. An accommodation used in the classroom for
learning may invalidate or compromise the security and integrity of the state assessment;
therefore, not all accommodations suitable for instruction are allowed during the state
assessments.
For the purposes of the statewide assessments, students needing accommodations due to a
disability include the following:
• Students with an identified disability who receive special education services and meet
established eligibility criteria for certain accommodations
• Students with an identified disability who receive Section 504 services and meet
established eligibility criteria for certain accommodations
• Students with a disabling condition who do not receive special education or Section
504 services but meet established eligibility criteria for certain accommodations
For specific accommodation descriptions, STAAR assessments, student eligibility criteria, and
the committee that has the authority for decision-making and the required documentation,
view the TEA Accommodation information at:
www.tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/accommodations/staar-telpas

